Fairy Cube – Chapter One – published in Hana to Yume, issue 6 2005
Handwritten dialogues are in **.

P1
??? : Incompatibility…


How pitiable.

P2

-- When I asked about Mother, I was told by Father that, “She’s someone like a fairy.” –

-- In my memory, Mother was a beautiful woman with emerald coloured hair. –

-- I, in her arms, was a baby with emerald hair and red eyes. –

-- So, for a long time, I believed my father’s words. –

P3

-- But, in actual fact, both my hair and my eyes are black ---- as ordinary as Mother’s. My aunt laughed as she told me so. –

-- Yes. This is reality. –

-- My reality, in a greyish hue. –

Girl : What kind of attitude is that! 

Girl : You’re a transfer student, so we try to be nice to you, but you get too carried away!

Girl : Ishinagi Rin, Are you listening?

P4

Rin : I’ll knock your teeth out.

Girl : Ha… Hasumi?

Girl : Aren’t you Hasumi Ian ? What are you doing, rushing in like that…

Ian : What hurts…


Is my heart…

Girls : What?

P5

Ian : Cute girls like you speaking so roughly…

Fists flying at each other…


It’s too hard to believe…

Ian : What’s more, you were trying to gang up on a lone girl…


The sight was so heart wrenching…


I couldn’t bear to look at it…

Girl A : No. no. It was only a joke, wasn’t it…* besides, it’s the other side that moved first*

Girl B : Yeah, yeah. Bye, Ishinagi.

----------
Girl : What was that, Maki?


Backing off just because of Hasumi?

Maki : You’re no better! You believe every word Liar Ian says!

P6

Girl : … but, to have that pretty face looking at me…


Somehow I just can’t hate that smile… 

Girl : Although I know all those things about him being able to see fairies or ghosts are lies…

Ian: Bye - !

Rin : Wait!

Rin : Did “Liar Ian” just save me ?


When I came back to this town after such a long time, you ignored me. Have you now forgotten what you told me last time, before I left?
P7

Ian : “Hate”


“I hate you.”, wasn’t it ?

Ian : By the way, I wasn’t trying to save you.


You were stepping on my ¥100 coin!

Teacher : Ian… no, Hasumi, what’s going on?

Ian : Father! …no, Hasumi Sensei!

P8

Hasumi-sensei : There, get into the classroom.

Hasumi-sensei : You, too. Try to refrain from attention-seeking, Miss Ishinagi.

-- The first day she came to school, she hit a guy who tried to flirt with her. –

--This is one of my realities.—

-- Father used to be a famous writer, --

--Now, he has become my language teacher cum form teacher –

-- Everything he says is politically correct. –

-- But I know –

P9

-- Father’s true self… --

-- Though I bet no one would believe it. –

??? : Yeah, yeah, my existence...



Is only “Liar Ian’s” creation, huh?

-- This is someone I call “Tokage”.  He is my double(?). –

--He has emerald hair and red eyes, just like myself in my memory. –

-- When I was a kid, I once saw a wriggling green lizard with its tail cut off. I was reminded of the colour of his hair. So I began to call him “Tokage”(lizard) –

P10

-- I used to think that everyone has this kind of double. –
-- But, I’ve been the only one who can see him. –

-- So, when I told this to everyone, I became labelled as a “liar”. –

-- When I was young, I could often sense, or even see in a flash, the other World. –

-- I even made a circle with stones, and showed the world to Rin. –

Rin : This is wonderful, Ian! 


I believe you! Ian’s not a liar! 


Let this be a secret between the two of us!

-- Okay? Ian… --

-- Just the two of us… Let’s look for the World of the fairies… --

P11

-- But, I can no longer get close to her. –

-- I decided about it on that day. –

-- Therefore I must keep up this lie. –

-- Because, that was something one is not supposed to see –

Girl : There are no such things as fairies, are there?
Guy : But…

P12

Guy : There have been a lot of cases recently, right?


Violent deaths by a heavy bleeding from the back.


A lot’s being said on the TV and such, that blood from the victims spread out like wings…

There are also people who have seen numerous luminous flying creatures leaving the sites of killing…


That’s been called “Fairy Murder”.

Girl : Rubbish! That’s just some lunatic’s doing.

-- “Fairy Murders”—

-- I can’t believe fairies would kill people –

P13

Ian : Tokage? Is that you? 


Damn it!
Man : … Fairy Cube…

-- …dead… dead body !? –

-- That is the rumoured “Fairy Murder”!? –

-- And this is the culprit!? –

Man : Everything’s been eaten and shattered…


Pathetic child…
-- What’s he holding? –

-- He’s putting it into a doll’s chest? –
Doll : The left arm is missing. You’ve put me into an incomplete sample again, Kairo.

-- The doll is speaking!? –

Kaito : A complete one would restrict your power.

P15

Kaito : Well, since you’ve come back, there’s no use for me to stay here.

-- Oh, no!  He’s going to get away!  If that’s the culprit, he got to be tracked down… --

-- Antique shop? That’s his base? –

-- Anyway, I’ve got him. Next, I shall go to the police station… --

Parrot : Welcome! Welcome! 
Ian : Eh?

P16

Kaito : Welcome, my valued customer.


Had any findings stalking me?
Ian : Let me go ! I didn’t see anything… damn it… 


Let me…

P17

-- Whoa, what are all these? –

-- Insects mounted in crystal? –

Kaito : You didn’t know? They’re quite popular now.

Kaito : Since we’ve met, I shall give you one as present.

Ian : No, thanks! I have no money, too!!
Kaito : Calm down. You’ve misunderstood.


I wasn’t the one who killed the girl just now.

I merely chanced upon the body.

Kaito : She had stolen one of these Cubes.


I took it back when I saw the body, because I don’t want to get involved.

P18

Ian : You’re supposed to preserve the murder scene!
Kaito : Oh, so I’ve tampered with a murder scene.


I regret it.

Ian : Then, what about the doll that spoke when you put the stone into it?

Kaito : Ventriloquism is my second nature. 


You love to daydream. Do you really think it spoke?

Ian : I’m off.

Kaito : Ahh, please come again.

P19

Kaito : Even if you throw the stone away, it would be no use.


It is exclusively designed for you.


You have been cursed.

-- Doll : That boy, Kaito –

Kaito: Ahh.

-- Doll : He’ll die pitiably. –

P20

Kaito: I don’t feel the least bit of pity, Ainsel.

-- Ainsel : You’re so bad. –

Kaito : Can’t help it. It’s his destiny since birth.


Moreover, he might be more resilient than we’ve thought …

--- Cursed ---

Kaito : That Hasumi Ian,


As well as that changeling – Tokage.

Ian : What’s with that guy …?

P21

Ian : Whatever this could be?

Police : Ahh, I see. This boy, oh, is that so…

Piloce : There wasn’t a dead body in the alley.

Ian : It can’t be!!

Police : I’ve spoken to the owner of the antique shop, and nothing seems unusual.

Ian : How can… *he’s far from “usual”*

It was that guy who…

P22

Police : Aren’t you the son of that writer named “Hasumi Kazumi “?


 “Liar Ian” .


 You’ve been famous since young. Claiming that you could see fairies, or had seen Death at someone’s funeral, you created quite a mess. Since you have grown up, you’d better stop those attention seeking antics.

Ian : I wasn’t lying…

Woman : Let’s go home, Rin.


Everyone’s treating me like a criminal here!
P23 

Police : Come, walk properly.

Woman : Shut up ! Who’s the busybody who called the police?
Police : (To Ian) Hey, you, go home too!!

Ian : … that is…

Rin : Same old things, you should know.


As usual, Mom knows nothing but beating me up.

Rin : You know it, don’t you? My Dad was your father’s editor. A workaholic. He hardly comes home, and Mother only accumulated frustration. Only after noticing my bruises did Dad begin to pay me some lip service…

P24

Rin : At that time, whenever Dad had work, he’d make me play with you…

----------

Rin : What are you drawing?

Ian : The real World.


There’s light surrounding you, too.


A World you can’t see if you aren’t one of them.

-- If there is such a world –

Rin : … really? I’d like to see…

Ian : You were the first one who listened to me without laughing.

-- That’s why, on that day –

Ian : RIn, if you believe me, you’d be able to see it.


 At my secret place…

P25

-- We built circles with pretty pebbles, and wished ---
-- Wrapped in blankets, till daybreak …--

--At that exact moment –

---------

-- The next moment, they became just a group of butterflies bathed in sunlight, but …--

Rin : I se it! I am able to see it too!

Rin : There really is such a world…


How I wish to go…


I hate Dad and Mum


Adults have no heart for children.


That’s why they beat us and lie to us like nobody’s business…

Ian : I’ll go with you. Let’s look for the entrance together.

Rin : How about your Dad?

P26

Ian : To Father, I’m just a substitute for Mother.


That’s why he’s afraid that I, too, 


I, too, will fly away like Mother.


That’s why he hates the mark of wings on my back.

Rin : Wings on your back?

Ian : Look, here it is.

Ring : Wow ! What’s this?
Ian : I have it since I was born…


Mother had it, too.


Is it disgusting?
Rin : No, it’s beautiful.

P27

Woman : Rin!?
Rin : Mom ? How did you know…

Woman : Staying out at this age?


Just who do you take after?

What a shame for me.


… let’s go.

Rin : Mum…

Kazumi(Ian’s Father) : Ian, you, too…

-- Tokage ? –

Ian : You !!


You brought them here, didn’t you >


Why do you always do these sort of things?!
P28

Tokage : Obvious, isn’t it? Because you don’t like it.
----------

Rin : When Dad was transferred to anther job soon after that, you refused to see me.
Ian : Go away! I hate you! I got scolded because of you!


Everything about fairies and the World of light is rubbish! 

Those things are invisible, that’s why those that we was weren’t fairies at all.

We only wanted to see it.


There’re no wings on my back!


 There’re only scars!!

-- Yeah. That was our farewell. ---

Fairy Cube Chapter 1 (cont’d)

P29

Rin: Hey…

Did we really see those fairies?

Ian: …no. It was merely a large group of butterflies.

Rin: Oh, really…

If Ian says so, then it really was so.

Ian’s Father: Ian! What are you doing, at such a late time!

Ian : Hasumi sensei!

-- and… Tokage! –

P30

Kazumi (Ian’s Father) : You got into trouble with the police again, didn’t you? I’ve received their call.

Rin: Ian?

-- Again… I felt as if an electric current was passing through my back –

Rin: The scars on your back… do they hurt?

Kazumi: You… 



I see… Ishinagi Rin …! That ex-editor Haida’s daughter, aren’t you! I’ve heard of the divorce…

P31

Kazumi:  You’ve changed your surname and come back… I didn’t expect to see you again…

Kazumi : You’d better go home. That mother of yours must be craning her neck, waiting for you.

Ian: Rin!

P32

Kazumi : Now, let’s go home, Ian.


Tell me –

Kazumi : Have you two been plotting to escape from me again? 


 Like your mother, Kureha, did…

Kazumi :  My talent as a Novelist has dwindled and disappeared after Kureha’s departure. Despite being called a prodigy of the literary field, I’ve long been dead, together with Kureha.

Kazumi : If you, too, leave me… 

Ian : No! I won’t!

P33 

Ian: I hate that kind of girl, there’s nothing but suffering for us to be together! There’s no such thing as the world of fairies, and I don’t even want to go!

Ian: It was merely an attention-seeking antic!!

Kazumi: Let me see your back, Ian – 

Kazumi: Let’s see if you are lying or not.

P34

Kazumi: Yes. You no longer have the wings to fly away. All you have are burn scars from that night – 

-- on the eventful night --  

-- a night of insanity –

Kazumi: Ian, you resemble Kureha in every single way…

-- I don’t know what Father will do to Rin –

-- But I can’t meet her anymore – 

-- Rin is the only person who believe in me, an important person to me –

-- That was why, when we met again, I had to hide my happiness and pretend to be oblivious –

-- It was Father who forced her Dad’s transfer and tore us apart –

P35

-- I can no longer fly –

??? : What rubbish!

Black haired man: Yumi, why are you still so bent on that Rin woman? I merely spoke to her, you are the only one I have!

Voice from telephone : Urgh…argh…

Yumi: Hey?! What kind of joke are you pulling?

P36

Black haired man : GAHH!!

Yumi: Hey!! What’s that!?

Black haired man: GAHH… AHH…

-------

Ian : --- eh? This thing…

P37

--  Have I brought this to school… --

Guy:  What? Ian, you are interested in this kind of sissy thing?
Ian: You know about this?

Guy: Isn’t this some lucky charm from a tiny shop in some alley?

Guy: what’s all the noise about…
Rin: It wasn’t me!!

Yumi: Then why was your Translink Card found next to his body?


I was the first one to find the body!  The card was surely yours! 

Yumi: Murderer! You must had been the one who asked him out as well!

P38

Rin: If the blood had spread out from his back like wings, wouldn’t it be the rumoured “Fairy Murder” ? That is not something a mere girl could have done! 

Yumi: You…

Ian : Stop it! Calm down!

Rin: Ian…

Yumi: What’s this … you two must have teamed up against me!!


Now I know!  Having lied about the existence of fairies…

P39

Yumi: You two have teamed up and committed all those murders!! Am I right!?
Yumi: If I’m wrong, then you should show us whether there really are fairies!!
-- Everyone  –

-- has been --

-- pretending not to see ----  --

Yumi: Show us! If there really are fairies!!
Kazumi: I’ll pass this to your teacher in charge later. Be careful next…

-- I don’t think this is the fault of all of you, but –
-- if –

P40

-- if it can save me –

Ian: Hey, Rin.


If you can trust me one more time…

Ian: Lend me your hand.

-- I want to protect Rin –

Ian: Like what we did the last time.

-- If I am able to show you again, that world of blinding light –

P41

-- If you can give me strength --

P42

Ian: The world with you inside is still…


as beautiful as this --- 

Yumi: It’s gone …?

Students: It must had been… hallucination...?
Students: Just now… was it fake?
Ian: Rin!?
P43

Rin: Are you okay?  Did you use that power of yours?

Ian: Yeah… but that tree served as a Fairy Ring…

Ian: … I managed to do it because you believed in me,

Ian: Rin.

P44

Ian: Rin, I really like you.

Ian: I’ve never said it, but it’s true.

Ian: I don’t want to lie anymore. This time, let us go together

Ian: Don’t like it?

Ian: Only the two o us, to a faraway world… This time, we will…

Doll: … …

Kaito: It has begun…

P45

--  And that was –

-- my –

-- DEATH ------------------ 
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